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There has been a series of global efforts to reorient economic development under the
framework of sustainable development since 1992 when the UN Conference on Environment
and Development was held in Rio de Janeiro, including the Millennium Development Goals
in 1999 and the Sustainable Development Goals in 2015. One of the fundamental
backgrounds on why such an approach came into being was to reflect what had been done
in the world in the course of industrialization. International communities realized that
although economic growth at the global level had brought about a good degree of material
wealth and prosperity, these outcomes were not necessarily evenly distributed nor impartial
between developed and developing countries. In addition, a few decades' rapid and intense
industrialization and socio—economic development had triggered environmental degradation

and damage, including air, water, and land pollution, ecosystem destruction, and climate

change, to name a few.

1. To what extent do you agree that development for human beings at the expense of the

environment can be justifiable?

2. Discuss the role of the following social actors for achieving sustainable development:

a) The government

b) Companies

3. Describe what you should do as a consumer and member of civil society in giving positive

impacts on sustainable development.
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On April 24, 2013, the Rana Plaza building collapsed in Bangladesh, killing more than
1,100 workers and injuring 2,500 others. Structural problems caused the collapse of the
building, which housed a number of garment factories. The building was not designed to
hold heavy machinery for garment production; the Bangladesh government as well as factory
owners had ignored the engineering limitations, ominous structural cracks, and safety
regulations.

Some argue that multinational companies and consumers in rich countries are responsible for
such tragedies. To cater to quickly changing fashion preferences, global fast fashion brands
ask their subcontractors across the developing world to rush new orders at low price. The
subcontractors rely on a low—skill, low—wage labor force and must meet the deadline and
price or lose their business. To fulfill these orders, factories often disregard human costs;
workers work long hours without breaks; workplaces have poor ventilation and lack safety
measures such as emergency escapes. They say such factories with abusive working
conditions(often referred to as “sweatshops™) represent a dark side of globalization. Others,
however, argue that these factories, although seem brutal from the vantage point of a
developed country citizen, offer valuable work opportunities for the poor in the developing
world. They warn that the campaign against sweatshops risks harming the very people it is

intended to help. If the factories close down, the workers lose their jobs.

What can be done to improve working conditions at these factories supplying for global
buyers? Discuss the role of at least two actors that you think can potentially make a

difference. Discuss the strategies they can utilize and the challenges they face.
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