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We don't like to lose things that we own. We tend to become extremely attracted to objects in our
possession, and feel anxious to give them up. Ironically, the more we have, the more vulnerable
we are, Having accumulated wealth implies that we have more to lose than to gain.,
Why are we so afraid of losing? Our aversion™ to loss is a strong emotion. The aversive response
reflects the critical role of negative emotions (anxiety and fear) to losses. In other words, loss
aversion is an expression of fear, This explains why we tend to be affected by the negative in—
centives more than the positive ones. As Charles Darwin once said, “Everyone feels blame more
acutely than praise.”
We are more upset about losing $10 than we are happy finding $10. Roughly speaking, losses hurt
about twice as much as gains make you feel good. This is why in marital®* interactions it gener—
ally takes at least five kind comments to offset for one critical comment.
* aversion: 33
% marital: FHE 719

— Shahram Heshmat, “What Is Loss Aversion?” (www.psychologytoday.com) Z}-+4
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Economic growth is almost universally considered a worthwhile goal. Ecological conservation and
cultural preservation are also accepted as important, These three large—scale systems are not inde—
pendent so one cannot focus on one goal while ignoring the other two, The ever—expanding web of
globalization and industrialization, partly caused by the expanding human population, further links
these three systems. In 1987, the term "sustainable development" was brought into common use by the
World Commission on Environment and Development, The Commission's report, Our Common Future,
defined the term as a form of development that "meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." Both developed and developing countries
have embraced the concept of sustainable development, but often in different ways. The shared
goal, however, is to maintain and improve the long—term welfare of both humans and ecosystems.
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The funeral for my high school buddy Kevin Green is Saturday., The doctors say he died at
age 54 of multiple organ failurel., Lots of Americans would have seen Kevin — obese2 with
a huge gray beard, surviving on disability and food stamps3 — as a moocher4, They would
have been harshly judgmental: Why don't you look after your health? Why did you father
two kids outside of marriage? It reflects the delusion on the part of many affluent Ameri—
cans that those like Kevin are lazy or living cushy5 lives., A poll released that wealthy Ameri—
cans mostly agree that “poor people today have it easy because they can get government ben—
efits without doing anything in return.” But those who have the ability to understand and
share the feelings of another and fall under the umbrella of emotional intelligence could judge.
Actually, Kevin earned high school diplomas. Kevin was cheerful and astonishingly helpful,
But then the dream began to collapse. The local glove factory and feed store closed, and other
blue—collar employers cut back, Good union jobs became hard to find, For a while, Kevin had a
low—paying nonunion job working for a construction company. After that company went under,
he worked as shift manager making trailer homes. He fell in love and had twin boys. But be—
cause he and his girlfriend struggled financially, they never married, Then, about 15 years ago,
Kevin hurt his back and was laid off., Soon afterward, his girlfriend moved out, took the kids
and asked for child support. The loss of his girlfriend, kids and job was a huge blow. Kevin's
weight ballooned to 350 pounds, and he developed diabetes6 and had a couple of heart attacks.

— The New York Timeso| A A4
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Plato advanced an argument that a written text is no substitute for a spoken dialogue, in the
Seventh Letter. "Every man of worth, when dealing with matters of worth, will be far from
exposing them to ill feeling and misunderstanding among men by committing them to writ—
ing," he declared. He was criticizing his pupil Dionysius, the ruler of Syracus, who had written
a philosophical essay. Mere written words, Plato argued, cannot convey the flashes of insight
through which philosophical truths come to be understood. Instead, like Socrates, Plato pre—
ferred the dialectic approach of arriving at truth through dialogue: "In the course of investi—
gation and kindly testing by men who proceed by question and answer without ill will, with a
sudden flash there shines forth understanding about every problem." His pupil Aristotle believed
that "spoken words are the symbols of mental experience and written words are the symbols of
spoken words," another expression of the Greek view of the superiority of speech over writing,
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CARE 1D

“Free software” means that the users have the freedom to run, copy, distribute, study, change and im—
prove the software. Thus, “free software” is a matter of liberty, not price. To understand the concept,
you should think of “free” asin “free speech,” not asin “free beer.” Most free software licenses are based
on copyright, and there are limits on what kinds of requirements can be imposed through copyright.

My work on free softwareis motivated by anidealistic goal: spreading freedom and cooperation, I want
to encourage free software to spread, replacing proprietary softwarel that forbids cooperation, and
thus make our society better. That is the basic reason why the GNU2 GPL (General Public License)3 is
written the way it is— as a copyleft, All code added to a GPL—covered program must be free software,
even if it is put in a separate file, I make my code available for use in free software, and not for use in
proprietary software, in order to encourage other people who write software to make it free as well,

Many GNU libraries4 are covered by the GNU LGPL (Lesser General Public License), but not all,
One GNU library which is covered by the ordinary GNU GPL is Readline, which implements com—
mand—line editing. I once found out about a nonfree program which was designed to use Readline,
and told the developer this was not allowed. He could have taken command—line editing out of
the program, but what he actually did was rerelease it under the GPL. Now it is free software.

— Free Software Foundation (www._fsf org)?] 2o A4
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